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Southwest Symphony Or-
chestra music director Gary
Caldwell is putting the fin-
ishing touches on the concert
lineup for the symphony’s 33rd
season.

“With the theme ‘Pop and
Pizzazz,’ you know it’s going to
be a spectacular season,” says
Caldwell.

Here are the highlights:
» Oct. 25, Halloween

“Spooktacular:” Caldwell
leads the symphony in tantaliz-
ing music of the season featur-
ing popular classical classics.
Anticipate some special effects
lighting and other extraordi-
nary highlights in this musical
treasure for persons of all ages.

This concert will also coincide
with an educational outreach
for students of Washington
County School District earlier
in the day. “This opportunity
introduces students to the fas-
cinating sounds of various in-
struments in a symphony or-
chestra, and the students will
see howmusicians work togeth-
er to produce such inspiring
music,” says Caldwell.

» Nov. 1, “One Small Step:”
This event chronicles the histo-
ry of space flight through mu-
sic. Billed as “an extraordinary
adventure to a place where the
past and the future collide,” the
work is set to the music of Aar-
on Copland and presented in

high definition video program-
ming. Expect also to experience
RichardWagner’s “Christopher
Columbus Overture,” music
from “Star Trek,” “Apollo 13”
and other great works with a
space theme.

» Dec. 1 and 2, Handel’s
“Messiah:” “Messiah, a Sacred
Oratorio,” is a lifelong Southern

Utah Christmas tradition and
sets the mood for the season’s
festivities. Savor the brilliance
of this immortal masterpiece.
“Messiah” is among the most
often performed works in the
history of classical music. Ad-
mission is free to the public
both evenings.

» Feb. 7, 2014, “Sweet
Suites:” Just in time for Valen-
tine’s Day, the symphony plays
some of the most romantic
music “suites” in the universe.
Surprise that special someone
by attending an evening filled
with music from our heart to
yours.

» Mar. 28, 2014, Youth
“Concerto Classic:” The 2014

Youth Concerto Classic promis-
es to continue the tradition of
showcasing fine youngmu-
sicians from our area whose
talents take your breath away.
These dedicated, delightful
prodigies demonstrate music
education at its best. Prospec-
tive soloists may arrange audi-
tions by contacting Gary Cald-
well at caldwell@dixie.edu.

» May 9, 2014, Side Street
Strutters: Experience the
charm of New Orleans jazz and
the vibrancy of big band swing.
The Side Street Strutters have
been entertaining audiences in
all 50 states, Canada, Mexico
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When Laura Taylor steps on
stage in the role of Millie Dill-
mount, the small-town girl who
comes to New York in 1922 hoping
to realize her dreams in Tuacahn’s
production of “Thoroughly Mod-
ernMillie,” it’s not a far stretch
from the life Taylor actually leads.

“I’m really just a girl from
Tennessee,” the New York-based
actress said. “I love New York
(but) I feel like for me New York is
access to my dream, not the dream
itself.”

In Millie’s case, the dream is
not to become an actress, but to
free herself by biting into modern
life and women’s liberation. For
Taylor, the dream is to be an ac-
tress, regardless of the challenges
such a life can bring.

“There is definitely an element
of uncertainty in our profession,”
Taylor said.

Uncertainty that includes a
near-constant need to look for
work, moving from city to city and
making the dearest of friends,
only to leave them behind after a
fewmonths.

For example, last year Taylor
attended more than 100 auditions
in four months, knowing her ef-

forts might only lead to booking
one or two shows. For her, the key
is to stay focused on the few things
you can control in the business:
being prepared, being on time and
doing your best with the material.

“A lot of people worry about
other people’s best,” Taylor said.
“That’s a really difficult mindset
to get in. It’s not one that’s going to
enable you to get up and do this
(every day).”

Life on the stage is certainly not
the life for everyone, but it is a life
that makes Gail Bennett, who
plays the title role in Tuacahn’s
“Mary Poppins” sublimely happy.

Growing up, Bennett always
thought she was going to be an
attorney. Then, when she was 16,
she took part in a production of
“West Side Story” and she realized
it was what she wanted to do with
her life.

After studying for a year at the
University of Miami, Bennett took
time off to serve a mission for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints and then continued her
schooling at Brigham Young Uni-
versity, where she met her future
husband, who is also an actor.
While they were dating, he played
the title role in Tuacahn’s produc-
tion of “Peter Pan.” Bennett said
she remembers being extremely
jealous watching him fly over the
red rocks of Tuacahn. Seven years
later, she’s the one doing the flying
as Mary Poppins.

Even if you’re not the actor
flying above Tuacahn’s outdoor
stage, landing a contract with a
regional theater like Tuacahn is a
“unique gig” and one Taylor and
many of her castmates are ex-
tremely grateful to have.

“It lends us stability for six
months, which is kind of amazing,”
she said.

Not only that, but participating
in three very different shows in
repertory fashion allows the ac-
tors the opportunity to stretch
themselves in a variety of ways.

“I came out here to do ‘Millie’
but I’m also learning to use Hee-
lies and rollerskate and also learn

Delaney Westfall, who plays Pearl in Starlight Express, applies makeup before a show at the Tuacahn Amphitheatre.
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Reward of performance makes profession’s uncertainty worthwhile
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Delaney Westfall, who plays the role of Pearl, signs an autograph for a fan
after a performance of Starlight Express at the Tuacahn Amphitheatre. PHOTOS
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